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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

NOTE FROM ED

Benjamin Stark (left) of California State Senator Jean Fuller's Office presents Ed Waldheim (right)
with a Senate Resolution of Commendation at the 2018 Annual Moose Anderson Day celebration.

Dear friends,
Moose Anderson Day is a yearly celebration for our extended Friends of Jawbone
family, and one that I always enjoy. But last year's 22nd Annual Moose Anderson
Day yielded special memories for me as we all celebrated my 80th birthday
together.
It was heartwarming receiving the kind wishes of so many people, some of which
traveled long distances to do so. After a hard day of field work cleaning up our
newly acquired Harts Place property and installing peeler posts for the camping
areas on EP15, it was a pleasure sharing a hot lunch and birthday cake with my
extended family of friends.
Thank you to everyone that joined us on that wonderful day!

Ed Waldheim
President, Friends of Jawbone
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VISITOR & COMMUNITY SERVICES

JAWBONE STATION VISITOR CENTER

The Jawbone Station Visitor Center exists to serve those who come to enjoy
the world class outdoor recreational opportunities in Eastern Kern County.
During 2018 a total of 3,695 visitors received dependable answers,
enjoyed our informative and educational displays, and browsed our renown
gift shop.

Gift Shop’s Map Display Case

Most in demand at the Jawbone Station Gift Shop are
our FOJ/CTUC OHV Trail Maps. Some twenty different
printed maps from this series are always in stock here.
To help better display this extraordinary collection of
maps to our visitors, FOJ installed a new display
case that allows visitors to examine
each map before purchasing it.
In 2018 Jawbone Station got new
OHV trail maps for BLM Barstow &
San Bernardino National Forest,
Angeles National Forest & El
Mirage, Sequoia National Forest,
the BLM Bakersfield and Tembler
Range, the Cleveland NF, Inyo
National Forest, and the Sierra
National Forest Bass Lakes and High
Sierra Districts.
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VISITOR & COMMUNITY SERVICES

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Moose Anderson Day

This year's 22nd Annual Moose
Anderson Day had so many
participants that we were able to
complete two volunteer projects
before celebrating over lunch.
One group tackled a much needed
clean up of FOJ's newly acquired
Harts Place property on the west side
of State Route 14. Some
removed debris including
nails and concrete while
others worked to stabilize
the aging shade structures.
A second group of
volunteers were deployed
directly across the highway
to delineate the camp
areas along the newly
elevated and graded Hart
Road, also known as EP15.

CORVA 2018 Annual Meeting

FOJ was proud to host the 2018 Annual Meeting of the California Off Road
Vehicle Association at Jawbone Station. CORVA works tirelessly to improve and
increase OHV recreation opportunities in California for 4X4’s, motorcycles,
UTV’s — and even snowmobiles.
CORVA and FOJ have long worked together on behalf of motorized
recreation enthusiasts in Eastern Kern County. It was an honor to
have so many of their members here at Jawbone Station.
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VISITOR & COMMUNITY SERVICES

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

© 8 Minute Energy

Renewable Energy Development

The sun-rich Fremont Valley has attracted the attention of some of the world’s most successful
renewable energy developers. Such projects, even those on private property, potentially affect
OHV access to popular recreational destinations. We work closely with project proponents and
county planners to ensure that OHV route connectivity is maintained through the area.

Desert Triangle

In 2018 we continued our Desert Triangle partnership, which includes
the Ridgecrest Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, and the
Chambers of Commerce for Rosamond, Mojave, and Boron.
Thanks to a Tourism Promotion Grant from the Kern County Board
of Trade, FOJ has been able to leverage its social media base and
expertise to attract out-of-county visitors to Eastern Kern County.

In August 2018 our partners at Red Rock State Park asked for FOJ’s help in finding a group of
missing goats. We spread the word through our popular social media sites resulting in their rescue.
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ON THE GROUND

GROUND OPERATIONS

Hart Road Improvement Project

The El Paso Mountains receives most of its visitors off of State Route 14 via the
Hart Road, or BLM Route EP15. It connects FOJ’s newly purchased Harts Place to
both the Jawbone and El Paso OHV route networks. When it rained, water would
pool into deep puddles resulting in the widening of the road and miles of parallel
tracks. When dry, travelers along Hart Road suffered whoops, washboards, and
depressions.
With funding from a state OHV grant, we first purchased 7,500 tons of base
material to elevate the roadway. Then, our skilled equipment operators scraped
and graded the new road to level the whoops and fill the holes. Lastly, crews
cleared and installed water bars to divert rainwater off the road thereby correcting
decades old drainage problems.
FRIENDS OF JAWBONE
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ON THE GROUND

GROUND OPERATIONS

From left to right: A flooded Hart Road following an ordinary rain event at start of the project; haul
truck delivering a full load of road base material to elevate the roadway; FOJ road grader
smoothing and compacting the base to eliminate the whoops and deep holes; Hart Road after
completion of the road work.

Regular Trail Maintenance
Our 2018 ground operations program improved trail conditions at over
1,200 work sites throughout the Jawbone Canyon region. Our crews
installed 536 peeler posts and 418 T-posts that totaled 3.2 miles of OHV
fencing.
Ground Operations Work Sites

846
155

205

Incursion Sites

Trail Maintenance Sites
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ON THE GROUND

GROUND OPERATIONS
Graffiti Removal

Not all visitors are nice. Sadly, FOJ
spent much time and money in 2018
cleaning up after a few of them. We
removed graffiti from historic sites in
the El Paso Mountains, including
Burro Schmidt Tunnel.

Trash Abatement

Not all visitors pick up after
themselves, either. FOJ removes
tons of refuse from the local desert.
Here we cleaned up someone’s
“trigger trash.”

Fixes & Repairs

The extremes of desert weather also
takes its toll. FOJ helps maintain the
signs and kiosks with current maps
and important notices.
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ON THE GROUND

RESTORATION
In 2018 Friends of Jawbone restored more public land in Eastern
Kern County than any other agency or organization. With
disturbance caps now in place on federal lands, restoring areas
impacted by undesignated routes helps to keep our designated
OHV routes open.

343

312
81.27
15.21

Work Sites
Restored
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ON THE GROUND

RESTORATION

Recording Our Work

Record keeping is an essential component of
grant-funded ground work on public
lands. With literally thousands of
worksites, our ground crews utilize digital
tools to record all of the necessary
information for each work event.
FOJ’s technology partner, Mojave Gold, programmed a series
of data collection screens for the iPad mini® called “DataMoose” that allow crews to easily
capture before and after photos for each work event, the GPS coordinates for each work site, and
the types and number of materials used, such as peeler posts and t-posts. For restoration
projects, crews input the length and width of each restored disturbances, and even records a
“track” of its linear alignment.
When it becomes time to close a grant, reports are generated
using the data collected, then are provided to both the source of
the funding and the land
management agency for the
lands on which we worked.
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EDUCATION & SAFETY

JAWBONE 12TH EDITION OHV TRAIL MAP

“The definitive OHV trail map for
Eastern Kern County”
We know of no OHV trail map more popular than our Jawbone Canyon
map. 2018 saw a new 12th Edition trail map with updated OHV routes and
boundaries to reflect the changes that have occurred in the region over the
past few years. We added the new solar energy projects that have been
built, depicted the recent expansion of a local military base, and
implemented revised route data near Lake Isabella. The new 12th Edition
Jawbone Canyon OHV Trail Map is available at Jawbone Station, and online
at www.Jawbone.org.
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EDUCATION & SAFETY

MOBILE MAP APPS
In 2018 the popular
Jawbone OHV Map
became available on
the new CTUC OHV
Trail Map California
mobile app.
Through this one app, riders can now carry this and all of the
CTUC OHV trail maps right in the palms of their hands.

Our flagship
OwlsheadGPS mobile
app remains the only OHV
trail map app with official
designated route data for
the whole State of California.
Thousands of iPhone and
Android device owners now
depend on the OwlsheadGPS app
to safely and responsibly navigate the
more than 57,000 miles of OHV trails
on California’s public lands.

FRIENDS OF JAWBONE

11

2018 ANNUAL REPORT

LOOKING AHEAD

CREATING OPPORTUNITY

Legislation to Protect and Increase OHV Open Area Acreage
Since 2012 OHV recreation has lost 30% of its open area acreage on
federal lands in the California Desert due to congressional legislation hostile
to OHV. In 2018, however, we saw legislation passed by the House of
Representatives and a federal lands committee in the Senate that would
have added a total of more than 60,000 new acres to the Spangler,
Johnson Valley, and El Mirage OHV open areas. At the same time, the bill
would have protected the boundaries of six desert OHV open areas so that
their boundaries could be changed only by Congress and not the BLM.
Then, the bill died due to the government shutdown.
Now, we’ve learned both Sen. Feinstein and Rep. Cook will reintroduce
identical bills in January 2019 that pick up where last year’s bills left off.
Now, with the support of both Democrat and Republican leaders, we are
optimistic that our OHV open areas in the desert will finally enjoy the
protection they have long deserved.
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LOOKING AHEAD

GOALS FOR 2019

Route Designation

FOJ will continue to follow through on OHV route designation and planning processes that are in
progress, including the new BLM West Mojave Route Network, the revision of the Red Rock State
Park general plan, and the development of a general plan for the new Eastern Kern County Onyx
Ranch State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA). We’ll also develop for the Red Mountain area a
new special edition “spot map” with a larger scale and greater clarity than our regional map.

Grant Opportunities

Last year FOJ was fortunate to be fully funded on every grant for which it applied. In 2019 we’ll
again participate in the California State Parks OHV grant program, and in the County of Kern’s
Tourism Promotion and OHV grants programs.
We’ll also explore new funding opportunities
from the recreation industry and equipment
manufacturing sectors.

Stepping Up, Stepping In

The end of 2018 saw a federal government
shutdown that will extend into the new year and
affect visitor services and the management of
our public lands. Thanks to funding from our
OHV grant agreements, FOJ will respond by
keeping Jawbone Station open seven-days-aweek, and by keeping OHV ground operations
crews repairing and signing trails, cleaning
camping areas, and assisting visitors.
FRIENDS OF JAWBONE
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LOOKING AHEAD

GOALS FOR 2019
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A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS
Friends of Jawbone thanks our many partners for their continued support. We and those who
recreate at Jawbone Canyon appreciate your help in protecting OHV recreation in the region.

8 Minute Solar • Anderson Ranch • Bickel Camp
Bureau of Land Management - Ridgecrest Field Office
California Archeological Site Stewardship Program
California City Economic Development Corporation
California City Police Department - Desert Incident Response Team (D.I.R.T.)
Department of Transportation • Desert Group Search and Rescue Volunteers, Inc.
California Department of State Parks and Recreation, OHMVR Division
California Highway Patrol • City of California City • City of Ridgecrest
City of Tehachapi • Community of Cantil
Desert Tortoise Research Natural Area • Eastern Kern County Resource Conservation District
Eastern Kern County Onyx Ranch State Vehicular Recreation Area
IMC Real Estate JBL & Associates Property Management
Kern County Board of Supervisors • Kern County Board of Trade
Kern County Department of Parks and Recreation • Kern County Sheriff’s Office
Kern County Sheriff’s Office Desert Search and Rescue Group • Mojave Gold
National Public Lands News • Pacific Trail Association • Pine Tree Wind
RE Cinco • Red Rock Canyon State Park • Robbers Roost
Student Conservation Association • Transition Habitat Conservancy
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